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The new core facility for Neuroethics at 
the University of British Columbia 
opened its doors on August 1, 2007 to 
bring concentrated new efforts in the 
field to the Canadian west coast. It 
quickly attracted an eclectic and multidis-
ciplinary group of researchers and stu-
dents who would define and shape the 
first generation of activity. This segment 
in the Neuroethics Society newsletter is 
not about the Core, but about each of 
its pioneering members – what brought 
them to neuroethics, why it resonates 
with them, and how their diverse schol-
arly backgrounds can inform our future. 
 
Peter Reiner, Ph.D. 
From Bench to Boardroom and Beyond  
 
When I embarked upon my career as a 
neurobiologist some thirty years ago, I 
was drawn by the allure of basic science, 

and for the first twenty years I devoted 
my efforts towards understanding the 
fundamental operating principles of the 
nervous system.  My career took a turn 
when a chance observation in the labora-
tory led to a plausible strategy for treat-
ing Alzheimer’s disease; in 1997 I 
founded Active Pass Pharmaceuticals to 
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Judy Illes 

welcome a short report for the newslet-
ter, like the one from SfN you’ll see in-

side this issue. 

 

As our field grows, there will be more 
students looking for educational and 
work opportunities.  To support these 
needs, we have a course resource page 
on the NS website with downloadable 
syllabi from neuroethics courses taught 
by our members.  Even if you are not 
teaching, the syllabi make interesting 
reading and highlight the many different 
perspectives from which neuroethics can 
be approached, from neurobiology and 
engineering to philosophy and law.  We 
have also added the “Opportunities” 
section that you will see inside this 

newsletter.  NS members can post their 
ads here for free.  If you are looking for 
research assistants, postdoctoral fellows, 
or similar personnel, the NS newsletter 

can help you spread the word. 

 

If you would like to conduct a member 
interview for the newsletter, please con-
tact info@neuroethicssociety.org and let 
us know whom you’d like to interview.  
We will then contact the member and 

get the two of you started. 

 

Below we continue the practice of pub-
lishing occasional essays from the Gov-

erning Board, this one by Judy Illes.   

Enjoy! 

An Eclectic Group Joins Forces for Neuroethics 
Judy Illes, NS Executive Board 

Continued on page 3 

Mark your calendars: The first annual 
meeting of the Neuroethics Society will 
take place in Washington, DC, on No-
vember 13-14, 2008!  The two-day event 
will include a varied program of symposia, 
talks and poster sessions, along with a 
business meeting and opportunities to 
socialize.  Most of these events will take 
place at the headquarters of the AAAS.  
The nearby Dana Center will host an 
evening program and reception.  Those 
of you planning to attend the Society for 
Neuroscience meeting will be pleased to 
learn that their meeting begins in Wash-
ington the day after ours ends.  We hope 
this will make it easier for some of you to 
attend the first NS meeting.  Additional 
information about the meeting program 

and other logistics will be forthcoming. 

 

One of the most important functions of 
the Neuroethics Society is to bring to-
gether the growing community of schol-
ars, scientists and clinicians who are 
working on the ethical, legal and social 
implications of neuroscience, in order to 
promote discussion and collaboration.  
The annual meeting will be a giant step 
toward this goal.  In addition, various on-
going NS activities are facilitating the de-
velopment of an interactive and well-
informed neuroethical community.  
These newsletters alert you to neuroeth-
ics-related events and meetings you may 
want to attend, and also feature reports 
of relevant meetings from members who 

attended.   

 

Please send us notices of up-coming ne-
related meetings, whether you are the 
organizer or simply know about the 
meeting, so that our listings are com-
plete.  Calendar items are also posted on 
the NS website.  Also, if you’ve recently 
attended an interesting meeting, we’d 



Society for Neuroscience Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA 
Reported by Emily Murphy, Fellow, Stanford University Law School, USA, and Lesley Fellows, McGill University, Canada 

The Social Issues Roundtable topic this year was "Genes for Mental Disorders and Functions: Implications for Soci-
ety."  Chaired by Andreas S. Meyer-Lindenberg, the roundtable featured talks on predictive testing, risk information and public 
understanding as well as the implications of genetics for free will and responsibility.  As Turhan Canli pointed out, the links 
between genotypic variation and personality phenotype seem to underscore the folk biology concern that "biological" equals 
determined.  He concluded with data suggesting that genetic vulnerability can be "undone" via methlyation changes influenced 
by environmental factors, and emphasized that the canonical gene x environment interaction is actually an open circuit in the 
sense that we can create our own environments.  Philosopher Daniel Dennett picked up the thread of free will and determin-
ism, immediately setting aside any arguments of incompatibility.  He questioned the difference between genetic determinism 
and environmental determinism, noting that the folk psychology idea that we can change our environment may well be a red 
herring.  He warned against the "spectre of creeping exculpation," and argued that a political agreement informed by the latest 
cognitive neuroscience would preserve the concept and function of responsibility. 

 

Martha Farah delivered the David Kopf Memorial Lecture on Neuroethics, reviewing the many ways that neurotechnologies, 
pharmaceuticals, and neuro-based consumer products have a growing presence in our public and private lives.  She argued that 
these fruits of neuroscience research will increasingly be found outside of medical contexts, in education, law, business, enter-
tainment and other spheres of human activity, and that these new applications raise new ethical issues.  For example, NIH will 
not fund the development of nonmedical applications, so who will, and what implications will the source of R&D funding have 
for ownership and control of these technologies?   

 

The slide and poster sessions also provided plenty of food for neuroethical thought. Presentations on how neural signals can 
be used to control machines, and on how behavior can be predicted from measured neural signals were among the many ses-
sions illustrating neuroscience technologies that may well have ethical implications. Neuroethics in the sense of the 'neural 
basis of ethics' was also represented: As one example, Joshua Greene presented the latest findings from his fMRI studies of 
moral decision-making. His data suggest that there is more than one neural route to moral disapproval, with cognitive and af-

fective circuits differentially recruited in resolving moral dilemmas, depending on how these dilemmas are framed. 

From the Editors:  Have you attended an interesting neuroethics meeting recently?  Please send us a short report to publish in the news-
letter.  Submissions may be edited for length.  Send reports to info@neuroethicssociety.org.  

Meeting Round-up 
Brief reports submitted by NS members on meetings of interest to the membership  
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If you were at the ASBH neuroethics affinity group and you did not receive an email about it since ASBH, Paul Ford asks 
that you please send him your contact information (fordp@ccf.org).  The list of those who signed up for the affinity group is 
incomplete due to a computer error.    

NS members and guests attend the NS dinner at the SFN meeting in San Diego, CA 



An Eclectic Group..., continued from page 1 

follow-up on this opportunity and the 
following year moved from the bench 
to the board room as CEO of the new 
venture.  Despite my years as a basic 
scientist eschewing applied research, I 
was surprised to find that the search 
for a treatment for a serious disease 
could be so rewarding. Moreover, 
over the course of seven years as a 
businessman-scientist, I began to ap-
preciate the impact of science upon 
society at large.  When I returned to 
academia in 2004 and was looking for 
a way to harness my experience both 
inside and outside the ivory tower, the 
nascent field of neuroethics was just 
beginning to develop its wings. I could 
not resist but join the fray and take 
the opportunity to focus on ethical 
issues associated with commercializa-
tion of neuroscience, with a particular 
interest in the emerging debate over 
cognitive enhancers. 
 
Robin Pierce, J.D., Ph.D. 
Neuroethics: A Fertile Ground for Re-
search in Privacy, Responsibility and 
Agency 
 
Scientific advances in the understand-
ing of the brain have profound legal, 
social, and ethical implications. Indeed, 
my interest in neuroethics stems in 
part from its highly interdisciplinary 
nature. Coming from recent doctoral 
training in health policy and ethics with 
a background in law, my exploration of 
the policy implications of neuroscience 
seeks to integrate these disciplinary 
threads of neuroethics to produce 
nuanced and contextual analyses that 
not only represent the thinking of each 
single discipline, but also follow from 

and illuminate how each informs the 
other. Inasmuch as my previous work 
focused on comparative approaches to 
genetic privacy and social norms, tran-
sitioning to neuroethics was a natural 
extension of my work and interest in 
the integration of scientific innovation 
into society.  My specific interest in 
neuroethics currently centers around 
ethical and legal aspects of translational 
research on neurodegenerative disease 
and regenerative medicine. However, 
neuroethics as applied to this biomedi-
cal domain has implications for still a 
broader range of issues in neurosci-
ence. Issues of privacy, responsibility, 
and agency, for example, surface 
throughout applications, thus making 
neuroethics a fertile ground for re-
search. 
 
Sofia Lombera, B.S. 
Juncture in Science, Technology and Soci-
ety 
 
The products of scientific investigation 
and technological innovation have infil-
trated modern society and have 
prompted some scholars to analyze 
the complex relationship between 
scientific progress and societal pres-
sures. An example of academic re-
search in this area is the work of Sci-
ence, Technology and Society (STS) 
scholars.  As an STS major with a fo-
cus in Biological Science, I sought to 
understand the influence of context on 
the development and application of 
science and technology. What drew 
me specifically to neuroethics was an 
interest in neuroscience coupled with 
an awareness of the unequal distribu-
tion of the benefits reaped from re-

search. My current interests in the 
discipline lie in the differences in neu-
roethical challenges facing the devel-
oped versus the developing world and 
the contextual considerations that 
have to be taken into account, specifi-
cally related to brain science, when 
transferring technology from the con-
text in which is was developed to the 
context in which it is being applied. 
 
Patricia Lau, B.S. 
Translational Neuroethics for Health Pol-
icy 
 
Neuroscience in the 21st century has 
been rapidly gaining speed and garner-
ing much public attention for its new 
discoveries and practical innovations. 
As an example of how quickly we are 
advancing this field, in the past 20 
years we have discovered 90% of what 
we currently know about spinal cord 
injuries (Rick Hansen Foundation). As 
neuroscience research continues to 
grow and translate into an increasing 
number of clinical applications, the 
impact and importance of neuroethics 
will simultaneously expand. Being ex-
posed to neuroethics has shown me 
how important it is to consider the 
past, present and future ethical impli-
cations of all neuroscience research. 
As an undergraduate student, I was a 
basic scientist focused on the olfactory 
system. My focus now is on 
“translational neuroethics” in the con-
text of clinical applications of neurosci-
ence and the potential to harness the 
power of neuroethics toward advance-
ments in health policy. 
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Opportunities for Education and Employment 
NS members can advertise openings for students, fellows, staff and other positions involving research and education in Neuroethics.  For more information, email 
info@neuroehicssociety.org or view the advertising policy on the NS website.  

 
The Emory University Interdepartmental Program in Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology (NBB) seeks a non-tenure track Lecturer with formal graduate 
training in neuroscience and proven scholarship in neuroethics. The candidate must have a Ph.D. and a record of excellence in undergraduate teaching. 
The successful candidate will help develop a neuroethics curriculum, teach NBB courses, and participate in a required writing intensive senior capstone 
seminar.  There will also be the opportunity to become an active member in the university-wide initiative in Neuroscience, Human Nature and Society. 
 
Applications should include curriculum vitae, summary of past research, teaching profile, and three reference letters that specifically address the appli-
cant’s teaching experiences and abilities.  
Applications and references should be addressed to: Paul Lennard, Chair of the Neuroethics/Neuroscience Search, c/o Neuroscience and Behavioral Biol-
ogy Program, 1462 Clifton Road, Suite 304, Atlanta, Georgia 30322, nbbsearch@emory.edu 
Review of applications will begin January 15, 2008 Emory is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 



Neuroethics Event Calendar 
Members are encouraged to submit event listings for consideration to info@neuroethicssociety.org 
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January 11-13   Neuroeconomics: Decision Making and the Brain. New York University Center for Neural Science, USA.   Fea-
tured speakers include Douglas Bernheim, Antonio Damasio, Randy Gallistel, Wolfram Schultz, Vernon Smith, and over a dozen others.   
For more information contact: Samanta Shaw, 4 Washington Place, Room 809, New York, NY 10003, symposium.info@cns.nyu.edu, (212) 998-
8715, Fax:     (212) 995-4011  http://www.cns.nyu.edu/events/symposia/sympo2008.html 

 

January 14 International Symposium on Ethics of Human Techno-enhancement: Future of Brain-Machine Interface, Kyoto University, 
Japan. Recent advances in neuroscience opened up new technical possibilities – mind-reading of the living human, neuro-
enhancement using electromagnetic brain stimulation or neuro-feedback system or application of brain-machine-interface into 
everyday life, as well as the advent of new powerful psychotropic drugs. We cannot predict the future of neuroscience, but, at 
least, we could say that scientific and objective approach to the mind-brain problem, cannot avoid having the connotations in 
more delicate topics in humanities, such as the privacy, morality, subjectivity, personality or responsibility. In this international 
symposium open to the public, we would like to put these neuroethical questions in the context of bioethics and discuss the 
recent advances in the brain-machine-interface in an interdisciplinary way.  http://hbrc.kuhp.kyoto-u.ac.jp/nourinri/index_e.html 

 

February 14-18 AAAS Meeting, Boston, MA. A number of relevant talks and symposia on neuroscience, ethics and society, in-
cluding: Poverty and Brain Development: Correlations, Mechanisms, and Societal Implications (February 15, from 1:45-4:45), 
Cross-Cultural Perspectives and Mental Illness (February 16, from 1:45-3:15), Imagining the Future: New Perspectives from 
Psychology and Neuroscience (February 17, from 8AM-10AM). Details are posted on the online NS events calendar.  

 

March 8-16 The Heinrich Pesch Haus, Center for Applied Ethics, Ludwigshafen, Germany. An International and Interdisciplinary 
European Conference on Brain - Neuroscience - Ethics. The seminar program is based on lectures, talks, excursions and work-
shops. Starting from an analysis of basic ethical concepts we will prove the relevance of these concepts in confrontation with 
current research and development in the field of Neuroscience, in particular: Brain Imaging, Pharmalogical Enhancement of 
Cognition, Brain/Machine Interface, Neuro-degenerative diseases, Brain development. For more information contact Birgit 
Meid-Kappner at: meidkappner@googlemail.com 

 

May 27-30 Definition of Death Network, Havana, Cuba. The issue of human death has been fully discussed in these international 
meetings of our Network with important and new approaches in this area. Nowadays, the discussion of famous cases in persis-
tent vegetative and minimally conscious states has introduced new ethical dilemmas in these topics. For more information: 
http://www.changesurfer.com/BD or contact Dr. Calixto Machado at braind@infomed.sld.cu. 

 

June 20-21:  EPISTEME: A Journal of Social Epistemology 2008 Conference: Law and Evidence, Hannover, New Hampshire.  Epis-
teme will hold its fifth annual conference with a focus on law and evidence.   Papers of no more than 5,000 words, excluding 
notes and references, are requested and should be prepared for blind review.  Electronic submissions should be sent to Wal-
ter Sinnott-Armstrong at wsa@dartmouth.edu by January 15, 2008.  Approximately six papers will be selected from the sub-
missions for presentation at the conference.  A smaller subset of these papers will be published in an issue of Episteme. 
Calixto Machado at braind@infomed.sld.cu. 

SAVE THE DATE 
The first meeting of the Neuroethics Society will take place on November 13-14, 2008, in Washington, DC at 
the headquarters of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  The meeting will feature an 
exciting line-up of invited and contributed papers, break-out groups, posters, a business meeting and ample 
opportunities for informal discussion and interaction.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend!  More 
details, including hotel information, to follow. 



3rd Annual International Neuroethics Network Meeting 
Sofia Lombera, Manager for Research and Global Partnerships, National Core for Neuroethics, UBC  
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The International Neuroethics Net-
work (INN) held its third annual meet-
ing in November during the 2007 Soci-
ety for Neuroscience (SfN) conference 
in San Diego, California. It brought to-
gether neuroscientists interested in 
neuroethics from all over the world 
including representatives from Canada, 
Italy, Japan, Switzerland, UK, US, and 
Venezuela. 
 
Over the past year, membership in the 
network increased to 69 members 
from 13 countries.  It is no surprise, 
therefore, that neuroethics activity 
worldwide has increased substantially 
during the past year as well. There 
were reports on more than 20 public 
education events, over 10 workshops 
and seminars, 9 newly funded projects, 
several new education initiatives, and at 
least 4 new books.  Major events for 
the coming year include the 2008 meet-
ing of an international neuroethics con-
ference to be held in Halifax, Canada in 
2009.  Plans for a “Human Values in 
Neuroscience” social at the 2008 Fed-
eration of European Neuroscience 
(FENS) conference are underway. We 
have also proposed an ethics and 

brain/human values (sub)theme to SfN 
meeting as a new home for neuroethics 
reporting to replace the currently dif-
fuse and sometimes awkward place-
ment of presentations and posters at 
the annual meeting. 
 
Hopes for maximum collaboration be-
tween the Neuroethics Society and the 
INN are high.  The Society provides a 
robust platform for intellectual engage-
ment via annual meetings – with the 
first annual meeting under active devel-
opment for November 2008 - the 
American Journal of Bioethics (AJOB)-
Neuroscience publication, the AJOB-
Neuroscience blog, and working 
groups.  The joint efforts of the Society 
and the INN serve to keep those inter-
ested in neuroethics around the world 
informed. In addition to working to 
involve more neuroscientists in our 
efforts, the INN will also continue to 
specifically focus on capacity-building 
and funding opportunities through 
trans-national partnerships. The Trilat-
eral Research Initiative, a funding meas-
ure by government bodies from Can-
ada, Finland and Germany, is one exam-
ple of success in building international 

collaborations in our field. 
 
2008 promises to be an exciting year 
for the INN as we move forward to 
implement members’ suggestions. We 
are currently distilling the input we 
received from in-depth interviews with 
country representatives at SfN, and will 
report on that in the next newsletter. 
 
If you have any questions about the 
International Neuroethics Network, 
please contact Sofia Lombera at  
slombera@interchange.ubc.ca. 

Sofia Lombera 

Reminder: Deadline Approaching for Neuroethics Society Undergradu-
ate  Writing Prize for the best undergraduate neuroethics paper 
 
The Neuroethics Society, in collaboration with the Penn Bioethics Journal (PBJ), invites submissions of papers on any aspect of neu-
roethics written by undergraduate students.  Papers can be reports of empirical research or novel syntheses of previous work in 
science, philosophy, public policy, or any other discipline addressing an issue in neuroethics. 
 
Submissions will be reviewed by the Editorial Board of PBJ, which will select 6 semifinalists, and a committee of Neuroethics Soci-
ety members, which will select the winning paper and 2 runners up.  The author of the winning paper and the runners up will re-
ceive cash prizes of $300 and $100 each, respectively, and framed citations.  All three papers will be published in PBJ.  In addition, 
some or all of the other semifinalists will also be published in PBJ as space permits. 
 
Paper Submission Guidelines:  Papers should be no longer than 2800 words, excluding abstract and references, prepared according 
to the APA style sheet.  Each paper should include an abstract of no more than 250 words describing the neuroethical issue ad-
dressed, approach and conclusions.  Only papers written by undergraduates, without more senior co-authors, will be considered.  
Students are encouraged to submit papers they have written for courses, edited to conform to the length and style requirements.  
Students must have a faculty member or instructor from their institution sponsor their submissions. Sponsor forms and additional 
instructions can be found at the Penn Bioethics Journal website: www.bioethicsjournal.com 

 
Submission Deadline: The deadline for submissions is January 30th, 2008.  
Winners will be announced by the end of February. 



NS Newsletter 
Martha J. Farah, Editor 

Andrew J. Rosenthal, Assistant Editor 
3720 Walnut Street, Room B51 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6241 

Phone: 1-800-670-5548 
Fax: 1-800-670-5548 

Website: www.neuroethicssociety.org 

“to promote the development and 
responsible application of neuroscience 
through better understanding of its 
capabilities and its consequences.” 
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Remember to update your contact information online 

at www.neuroethicssociety.org.   

 
Click on “members” and sign in with 
your username and password.  Then 
select “my profile” from the directory 

link at the top of the screen. 

 


